
812 WELFARE SERVICES 

Pensions for Blind Persons.—By an amendment to the Old Age Pensions 
Act in 1937, provision was made for the payment of a pension to every blind person 
who, at the date of the proposed commencement of pension, complied with certain 
conditions. These are set forth at pp. 706-707 of the 1941 Year Book. The 
amendments made under the War Measures Act also apply to blind pensioners. 
The maximum income (including pension) is, however, higher in the case of a 
blind pensioner: The amounts in different cases are covered in the Old Age Pensions 
Act, c. 156, R.S.C. 1927, as amended. 

At Dec. 31, 1944, the average pension received in each province was as follows: 
P.E.I., $22-33; N.S., $24-29; N.B., $24-60; Que., $24-75; Ont., $24-59; Man., 
$24-67; Sask., $24-94; Alta., $24-46; B.C., $24-69. 

3.—Numbers of Persons in Receipt of Pensions for the Blind, by Provinces, 
as at Dec. 31, 1940-41 

. Province 1940 1941 1942 1943 1944 
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Totals 5,828 6,208 6,371 6,135 6,607 5,828 6,208 6,371 6,135 

4.—Dominion Contributions to Pensions for Blind Persons, by Provinces, 
as at Dec. 31,1940-44 

Province 1940 1941 1942 1943 1944 
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984,420 1,067,239 1,108,091 1,185,018 1,437,614 984,420 1,067,239 1,108,091 1,185,018 

Subsection 5.—Government Annuities 

For over thirty-six years the Dominion Government has carried on a service 
that permits and encourages Canadians to make provision for their old age during 
the earning period of their lives. The necessary legislation was passed in 1908 as 
the Government Annuities Act (c. 7, R.S.C. 1927, amended by c. 33, 1931). This 
Act is now administered by the Minister of Labour. 

A Canadian Government Annuity is a fixed yearly income purchased from and 
paid by the Government of Canada. The annuity is payable in quarterly instal­
ments (unless otherwise expressly provided) for life and may be guaranteed for ten, 


